
7/1/09 1:08 PMUnder Our Skin Review. Movie Reviews - Film - Time Out New York

Page 1 of 2http://www.timeout.com/film/newyork/reviews/85285/under-our-skin.html?print=true

Time Out New York Kids Time Out Chicago Time Out Worldwide Travel Book store Subscribe to Time Out New York Subscriber Services

Critics' rating
6 reviews

Average user rating

Under Our Skin  (2008)

Director: Andy Abrahams Wilson

Movie review
From Time Out New York

Director Andy Abrahams Wilson casts a wide net in his
pissed-off, passionate film about Lyme disease. He not
only profiles a handful of long-term patients—who
describe years of being told their debilitating,
maddeningly diverse symptoms are psychosomatic and
recount the toll that chronic illness took on their
marriages, professional lives and finances—but also
takes aim at the insurance industry and the American
medical establishment. The documentarian uncovers
compelling evidence of complicity to manipulate
treatment guidelines and punish noncompliant doctors
by suspending their licenses; when money and
medicine are in conflict, the money wins. It’s the same
argument Michael Moore made in Sicko, but it bears
repeating.

Wilson is unabashedly on the side of the patients and
the “Lyme literate” doctors dedicated to treating them.
But he gives solid screen time to physicians who
describe it as a straightforward, treatable infection with a
limited range of non-life-threatening symptoms; the gulf
between the two positions is alarming. The trouble with
Lyme, the film stops just short of suggesting, is that the
medical industry would like to wish the disease away
because it’s such a pain in the ass. A word to the wise:
Don’t be so cavalier about tick avoidance unless you
want to test out that theory for yourself.

Author:  Maitland McDonagh
Time Out New York Issue 716: June 18 - 24, 2009

User reviews of this film

John C, NJ said...

Posted on Jun 04 2009 09:46
I live in an area where Lyme is rampant, and know
many people who have been affected - including
myself. I had advanced Lyme, and it has taken
thousands of dollars (mostly out of my own pocket)
and 15 years to get it under control... I'm not 100%
cured, but it is bearable at this point. Unfortunately,
one of my dearest friends had it for many years, and
ultimately succumbed to it. This, after being
bedridden for two years, enduring excruciating pain,
and being 100% helpless. It is real, it is awful, and
America should be ashamed.

Report  as inappropriate

Jay said...

Posted on Aug 28 2008 04:32
Outrage. I have ppl close to me going thru this.

Now playing

This film is playing at these
theaters

IFC Center

Cast & crew

Director: Andy Abrahams Wilson

Rated: NR

Duration: 104 mins

US Release: Jun 19 2009
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